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His entire baggage consists of a toothbrush/ For weeks the army lived OH
the country, took the cattle, hogs, grain* supplies, from the fanning sections
where they were fighting. Mississippi citizens, seeing their food supplies
running low, came to Grant asking: 'What are we to do?' He replied Ms
army had brought along Its OWE food but Confederate cavalry had torn up
the railroads and raided his supply depots; their friends in grey had been
uncivil; men with arms must refuse to starve in the midst of plenty.
Grant slogged and plodded, trying a plan to find It fail, devising another
plan, hanging to one purpose, that of taking Vicksburg and clearing the
Mississippi. His men marched one hundred and eighty miles; fought five
battles, killed more than die enemy; took 6000 prisoners, 90 cannon, in
twenty days. Porters Ironclad gunboats ran the fire of die heavy shore
batteries around the long U-bend of the Mississippi, took terrific pounding,
lost coal barges and one transport, but came through witn the armoured
flotilla safe. Two other flotillas were put on the Vicksborg operation^ cutting
off that city from all lines of communication in three directions. Thus with
the navy taking care of three sides by water and Grant's army moving on
the fourth or land side, the Mississippi River was in control of Union forces
aiming to make the temporary control permanent.
By keeping his plans to himself till ready for action, by hauling and hack-
ing, by outguessing the enemy and making war according to plain facts
developed from day to day, Grant made headway toward his one design. Of
his men he wrote to the War Department at Washington: 'Since leaving
Milliken's Bend they have marched as much by night as by day, through
mud and rain, without tents or much other baggage and on Irregular rations
without a complaint and with much less straggling than I have ever before
witnessed.'
The people in the North, fed by alarmist newspaper correspondents, ex-
pected any day to hear that Grant's army had been crushed between two
Confederate armies outnumbering his own. Grant meantime took Jackson*
the Mississippi State capital, destroyed railroads, bridges, factories there,
ended with cooping up in Vicksburg the army of General John C Pemberton,
Twice Grant had tried to storm Ms way into Vicksburg, and failing, had
settled down to pick and shovel, advancing trenches* stopping food and
supplies for the city.
The commander of Ylcksburg, John C. Pemberton, was a favourite of
President Davis, a West Pointer, a Mexican War veteran, an Indian-fighter,
Pennsylvania-born and raised. His Northern birth was a liability; ill-based
accusations 'arose in die South that he was plotting to sell Vicksburg to the
North.
After Grant's second storming attempt, Pemberton made a short speech